Covel Shior

wliich she fefers o as ‘playing with mved ples’, so0 i's been
wondeeful 1o find a willing acoomplice in John, who had
ehe skill and experence o take charge of & really big project.
This has been abennt vwo pintlernen in Uie wea-time of thelr
lives having somse fun,”

When Bob and Jobn discovered the site al Lynelam
Coombe in Devon's Telgn Valley. they were bowled over by
the possibiliiies Tt was neéver a case ol aaking wliy we
should build here,” says Bob. "Whi waould we even
rpuestitan Baiyimg such o fabudoos saef

Kicki's brother, Bengl Warne = 2 Swedish architect,
phllozopher and life-time eco warrior — was an eaily
insplraiion for the project and had spent many years
dedigning eco propervies, specialising v dmber and glass
hioses in wooded lacatlons.

“He was very enthuslastic,”™ Bob explains. “He visited
Englamd anel gave ws plenty of good advice = incluadisg
ihe slting I.|1I.| arieniation af the Il-!:-u':.-l:.h skl the COMOERIE
of walking out ag firg Aoor level w the garden on the
with elevition.”

Daloriunately (1 healoh prevented !!-l!l:.gl'h [uirther

pantfcipation in the project, and i {ell vo the fMair and
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dedicanon of a Il amchitece, Richiand Welster of the Webster
!-Th-:'r:,'n P:.n:lrn]tlp, [+ dl."d.HII. il hoise el and oke care ol
the praject from planning permistion through to final

eongpletion

Interior finishes

His wife Anne, 3 BIDA-cualified interior desigmer, was akso
involved throughout, sod wai responsible for speciying
and checking all ibe tihresior linfshes sugdi a3 Ooor end wall
tibes, lighting, kivchen and bathroom fitings — a luge sk
wrliach she undentock with energy and enthiysiasm

"Wath Bichard and Anne weere -.-.'::-rlﬂlh;.g -:'lu‘i-r:|!|- 13 &
Eielges, s o great deal of thoughe went fie every asped o
the design, function, cosi, appearance and of course
bkl clabiliny”,” says Bob (A1)

"Frowny et J'I-".|I1I o vhew I Was giedl il folleny & raasier
plan, and the way Richard and Anne worked &5 & weam. o
iogether and with s, wis absohiely key to the success o
the whode prajen”

Planning permission proved fabrly sraigheforsard due
the resldeniial buflding which already existed on the site
The build itgell was & major and ume-consuming
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“A great deal of thought went
into every aspect of the design,
function, cost, appearance

and of course buildability.”

undertaking, however, which involved moving massive

amennts of earth and consalting momerous specialiss on
everything from e wates supply o ihe retdent bat

The :.,"'J.rl.!-r]h e Tseeii J.I.lr.n'l'nwh' |1I1|:|u_.|.|:lrr]:. and eh fiadin
lawn novw borders @ small sream which nuns -dowan w the
River Teign. Deer, fowes, rabbi and badgers are cormmon,
and & pew architect-designed summerhoue was specially
consructed for the existing bat codony, with solar powered
hisaning elsments o mommage roediog amd hibemarion

Bulleling coss lor the maln house sere high = malply
due ta ile remobe locatlon = ind simply bringing eletriciiy
o e ste exceeded £50,000. The 1.]:1|.1|||:g gml:ll:l ﬂqlu.rl'rl
highly engineered and expensve retaining walli, and the
whiole project was omlly bespole, with everyihing deswn
by ilee architect and engineered froun scraich by Johin -
whinse gravity-defying wabaue staircases Herally fold
inprsvards fo et the First flooe

The house has een deslgned 1o the higliee apecificaion
ael was copssrucesd o provide an envinommenially - (Fhemdly
anidl suwtainable lifestyle. The totally exposed laminaned
iimber frame locks i hopdreds of o of cachen, saving

preenbouse gas emistbons, and i5 whlled wish glass and =
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