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THE TEMPLE
OF TIMBER

This judge has created a shrine to green
living in rural Devon, says Fred Redwood

BOE MOXON-BROWNE B a man of stromply
held princples, 25 vou would exped in a QU
and a deputy judge. So when it came to bullding
bis Simber-framed bouse, Lyneham Coambe in
the Telgn Valley, Devon, twi years ago. be had
oo intenbion of detfering the comntriside with
"t anctber” second home:

“1 had reached a tinse in life when [ wanted
to create something worthwhile” s Mosxon-
Browne, 61, who lives in Merh London and
practisss (rem chambers in Temple Gardens,
spocialiing in the Technology and Conafna-
teon Court. *1 wanked o create a house that was
both esvireamentaly frendly and an ambi-
tious architecharal statement” So with this
potion i mind, Mevon-Heowse fumed fo his
heotlser-in-law, the intemationally resownsd
Swedish architect Bengd Wamme "1 phoned
Bengt and he cimne to Britsin immedmaiely. We
tatked throwsh idess over several hotibes of
wine for o whole week  and  eventually be
outlined rough plans for this bouse. Tt was b be
my cathedral in the woods”

The location that Warse chose for Lymeham
Coombs cowld hardly be more dramatie Toa
spproach the house dowm a rough drive and it
it framed in s owm wopded valley, like a
giant Swiss chalet When you go in you find 2
rather featumeless rarble-tiled . bt there
is 250 & solid walnut stadrcase, cantilevened off
8 fentral spine and goving the imgression of
floating in air, which desws the eve to the Boor
abowe. Clmb the stairs towards the light and
yorl find the livimg anex: Warne s showpeos
room that ghoes the house s pense of theatre.
Warne spocialised in the pse of timber-and-
ghass heouses built inwoodland, bis central philio-
saphy being that 3 howse should be "part ol
e, This rooom, with its high waulbed esiling
and itz hisge floar-te-ceiling windows looking
out acnes. the trectops, s typicil of his wark,
From it you walk cat an to decking, srakght
into the southern gandens that ane souldpted into
the ssrroundisg sopes.

It s, ot 100 sqm (LOTGsqf)L a west living
space and it promets the question of how i

O On-site concrplg miding was banhed to
present groand pollitsn
i Rood shingles ane secured with
simriess stesl rather thas copper Nais
(IPpes Bre plastics no lead was uzed
arsaihan in ihe houss's consinaiion
{1 Lamiratsd timbad frame and cedor mood
EH wpher wnﬁhmmhbalrﬂ L
Effiusnt. |5 toygen-treated
sigta-cf-the-am "Titan" oquipment,
M Lynietam Coormibe 18 o 2552 with
Inchoson-Srens & Sl o £1.4 milicn
(OAIET M AT e wins bes by John
‘Ward of Sirius Projetts (0175 1

The philosophy Is
that a house should
be ‘part of nature

could be used. “Possibly as a pafarmance ans
for a enusicinn, becme Hae 0SS SR H00H-
benit; or a6 an exchibition space flor an artist,” says
Vioxen-Browne, I see ths = g home [or a
philcsopher or 2 wriber — i may nod sl yoar
average [amily.” Sustatnability was the second
thiread of Warne's philosophy and the bouse &5
extremely green. The timber beams are [ined
with fail-backed irsulating material first desl-
oped in the Nasm space programne, and the
large areas of demble plaring are filbed with inert
aigon g8 — another ox t insulator. The
underlloor heating is felled by LPG gas, which
is: very efficent for the purpose Cremll
Moxon-Erowne ostienates that thede measunes
hawe halved ihe beating bills that yoo woald
mipect o pay for a hoose of this size.

Leading off the dramatic main lving &rea
theere is a kitchen and ‘3 masier bedrocen, This is
eEentially an upsde-douwn bouss, and 3 secand
salrcese leads down Bo ibe four poest bed-
rooms The nd fioor has its inferesting
featares, foo The comparatively modest-sinerd
television room is 4 ooy comirasl (o Ehe wast
main roam upstairs, and the decked termce
offers wonssderful views over the valley.

The planning that has geoe inko the grousds
is beeathlaking At the bottom of the valley a
oulvert has been diop toomalkos 4 “Rirpe Eiream”
fed bny rabmwaber froen the hilldde. Rocks and
poebibles: e been placed on it bed, s6 1hal the
stream “sings” when in flood Then there are the
tna weedls, cewe feeding the drinking walter sy=tem
and the ofher 5u afiting Uhi “grey. oy oied
waber captured the ool Yo will Kok in
wiiin [ shpns of subirhan nentriess, such 16 dime-
by trimmeed lawes, Ensbead, you fnd soid-loving
shrubs ek a8 rissdodendrons, Devon viokets
and camellins spreading op the valley to the
meadow grass sarmounding the hoose
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Weod worker: Rob Moxon-Browne, balt,
kit Copmbe In the Telgn ¥Wallay
i & cost of more than £1 miléon

Wamne bad cancer dizgnosed just ad he was
completing his plans for the howse and he died
ir Dreoesmber 2006, 18 wonld have been unthank-
ahle smply to sbandon the propedt., S0 another
architect, Richasd Webster, was drafted in fo
take Wames place and building work wis
placed in the hands of John Wand, an scpert on
timnber-frame cossinacmions.

Lymecham Coombe ook more than |8
monlhs i cemslele l]l.l:lgﬂhﬁ...lﬂd it s Iy e
means all plain sslling. Moxon-Browne. still
shudders ax he recalls the anxioes mamenls
whety [he enofmois glass winodows, costing
E60,000, were gingerly shifted into position. It
Wil dn Expendne projed. The fibe alone onst
ET5.000) ane] the basic bailiing costs were mare
than E600,000, which meant hal when finanoe
amd administrative costs were socounted for the

Beams are lined
wIth Insulation
developed by Nasa

house oost more than El millon to builkd 5o
wivy, it must be atked, is Maxoo-Erowne sedl-
ing® "1 am =il bugy working #nd I'm not ready
o live in Devon yet”™ be |ys “Anyway, my
wile, Kicki, B a dty girl who oomes over Bi-
seoats i shie's more than ter ménutes’ walk from
2 cimema or o thseatre

Bt wiher [ do eventualie retire 1'm going to
build myswelil another eco-friendly house, hke
this one Bt smaller. It will have 3 pool ard |
cany st mysedl there, sipping endless Martinis
It's miot just a dream. I'm goéng fo do ik”

@_ For ererything you newd fo knov abosr
tarning your house greer, go 1o
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